continue to be the Stores Department of the India Office. All railway
indents, which are at present sent to the Stores Department of the
India Office, would be passed through the Controller-General of Stores,
who would deal with them in the same way as with other indents. Orders-
on the firms of any province, whether from another provincial Depart-
ment of Industries or from the Controller-General of Stores, would ordi-'
narily go through the local Director of Industries, though, where cen-                  j
tralised purchase is necessary, it would be in Ibme cases desirable for the                  I
Controller-General of Stores to deal with local firms direct.   Under this                  ;|
system the manufacturers of each province would be given the oppor-                  \
tunity of supplying their own Local Governments, so far as they were                  f
able to do so, as well as those of other provinces in which similar manu-
factures have not been established. With the Controller-General of
Stores would rest the responsibility of deciding whether indents are to                 \
be transmitted to London or local manufacture undertaken. Only in
the case of heavy machinery and constructional iron work is there likely
to be any difficulty in coming to a decision. In these cases much depends-                .^
on the designs and specifications, and very highly specialised experience                 ;?"
is required to ensure satisfactory results. This has hitherto been
obtained in London through the agency of the consulting engineers                 |
employed by the India Office, and a similar technical agency will have to          "       *
be created in India, if full advantage is to be taken of the increasing
capacity of the country to turn out heavy work. The annual report of
the Controller-General should include a classified statement of the
articles obtained in India and abroad and the prices paid.
198. Inspection of, local purchases would be carried out by the staffs-
of the local Departments of Industries, where
they include suitable experts. - But the range-
of Government requirements is so wide and
involves the expenditure of such large sums, that the experts required
for the assistance of provincial industries will be quite inadequate to
inspect all the articles purchased locally : moreover, to require them to*
do so would in some cases cause delay and interfere with their ordinary                ^
work.    The urgent necessity of securing economy and efficiency in the                 *
expenditure of the vast sums of money spent on the purchase of Govern-
ment stores requires a very efficient and reliable staff of imperial in-
spectors, including a varied range of specialists, and we wish to point out
that, though this staff may appear at first to be expensive, the cost of its
maintenance will be small compared with the risks involved in pur-                  j
chasing stores without expert check.    The activities of these officers                  I
would form one of the most valuable sources of industrial intelligence,
and if, therefore, they are organised by an enlightened departmental head
and are exchanged from time to time with officers employed under
Local Governments in the encouragement of local industries, there is no
doubt that the entertainment of this staff will be a real economy, both
directly in the saving of money on purchases, and indirectly in the devel-
opment of new industries. We contemplate that an arrangement will
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